
Derby County Community Partnership

Purpose

The DCCP exists for the purpose of building and improving links between Derby County Football Club and the local community (defined as Derbyshire).

Summary Objective

To ensure that the relationship between the Club and its community is a two-way street, and to facilitate the development of practical projects to improve community collaboration and mutual support.

Current Membership

Ann Whitlock


Simon Carnall


Chris Reynolds

Chris Mitchell


Bill McCauley


John Danks

Ann Edwards


Jim Fearn


Bill Morley

John Malone


Rammie


Chris Kershaw

Mike Matthews

Andy Smith


Jeremy Biddulph

Current Initiatives  (in no particular order)
Provision of a community space at PPS (SW Corner)

Youth Forum

DCCP Office at PPS

Season Ticket Holder Consultation

Website

Schools Council

Chaplain’s Table

North Stand Mural

Performing Arts

Playing for Success

Steve Bloomer Project

Half-time Entertainment

Anti-racism Video

More welcoming entrance to PPS

Production of a Handbook

Derby County community partnership               Practical developments 2003 – 4

There have been a number of informal education projects in 2003 association with PFS and with individual schools, in part one of the development of DCCP.  These have been in association with the Customer Charter of Derby County Football Club.

The first formal project was focused on the use of a potential space at PPS commonly called ‘the void’. This was directly associated with the 2003-4 Charter Promises of DCFC.

Conference for Schools Councillors PPS November 4th 2003

Aims and objectives
*The club needs to get a feel for the way it is perceived by young people in the county - first as a football club and second as a community club.

* George Burley is keen for DCFC to have links with every school in Derbyshire and it will be interesting to see how the dialogue develops between the students, George and the players.

*It will be interesting to learn from students how they think DCCP and the club can lift the prestige of Derby County FC.

From AW’s comments for RAMSWORLD:

When this day was planned it was a venture into the unknown. 

We had the Club Charter promises to go on which we had been involved in writing - but we had no idea whether or not the school councillors attending would be willing to take the initiative and design a community action plan.  

We needn’t have worried.  The mood was business like and purposeful; the discussions with the Club and the manager courteous and straight to the point.  For every criticism there were several points of encouragement for the club. 

The significance of the day was that it was a lesson to all of us how much we underestimate the power of youth. We have the youngest team in the Football League, and now have the makings of the youngest advice panel in the land. They are both indications of potential.  We need to nurture that.

The aims and objectives have been carried forward into later conferences.

The conference feedback was analysed and has formed the basis of further consideration of a community space at PPS –with regard to feasibility, facilities and functions.

Meetings were held between dccp and the new owners of DCFC and with a variety of local organisations, following the School Councillors’ Conference.  

This was followed by a review of ‘where we go from here’

Notes for a Review Meeting between AW and JF March 2004 – Actions agreed

There are three of practical ways of moving ahead - incorporating in planning the summary of previous actions and discussions:

The void :The consultation with community leaders with regard to the space at PPS

Education/football : A youth forum at PPS

The supporters : Developing a mechanism for identifying and analysing potential skills     and declared needs among season ticket holders.

1.  The consultation with community leaders AW to lead

action - asap - contact with John Danks to indicate members and suitable date.

Use the email from John as a focus for planning and agenda. Set up a meeting with John to organise planning for event. AW

2.  Education/football JF to lead

A youth forum at PPS 

Widening the focus from school councillors - who should be invited if they attended the previous day.

include PFS and FITC and Young Rams

Including delegates from the designated sports colleges

Pre planning to include items sent in for a inclusion on the programme

Indicating a broad focus rather than ‘anything goes’ taken from previously indicated areas of development in these notes

action  asap meetings with sports college staff, Jeremy and Simon to assess possibilities - before next full meeting of DCCP

3. The supporters - developing a mechanism for identifying and analysing potential skills and declared needs among season ticket holders. CM to lead 
Action asap  CM and AS to meet and discuss a strategy. 

Development since the Review Meeting

1.  Community development

Since the date of this meeting a Community Forum has been held at Pride Park Stadium    on June 16 2004 organised by AW in association with John Danks/The Learning and Skills Council. 

Feedback sheets were analysed and formulated into a policy document for responding to need.

One practical project to be developed from this forum, with Derbyshire Mental Health Trust, is associated with encouraging the FA to regard mental illness as a disability. At present the FA recognises only physical disability.

2.  Youth development

On October 12 2004 a Kick out Racism Conference for Primary Schools was held at Pride Park  Stadium organized by DCFC and Football in the Community.

Feedback sheets were analysed and have become the foundation for an action plan to link in with schools, and the wider community. 

Cross references were identified in association with other current projects which will form the basis of future recommendations and cross related initiatives.

3.  Season Ticket Holders development

A project is under consideration and a draft proposal for discussion with DCFC in the near future as part of the implementation of DCFC Charter promises.
Ann Whitlock Coordinator DCCP

October 2004 
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