Derby County Community Partnership


Notes from Meeting with Notts County FC

(held at Notts County FC on Wednesday 19th January 2005)

Attendees:

Patrick Nelson
Notts County FC (part of time)

Graham Moran
Football in the Community (Notts County)

Andrew Smith
DCCP

Ann Whitlock

DCCP

Chris Mitchell
DCCP

This meeting was arranged by Patrick Nelson, Chief Executive, Notts County FC following a previous discussion with Andrew Smith shortly after Patrick was appointed at the Club in September 2004.

The purpose of the meeting was to share the background of the DCCP and in particular it’s structure and behaviours in order to assist Notts County in establishing a similar forum for community focus.

The DCCP representatives briefly explained the background and structure of the Partnership, which led to an open discussion covering a number of issues, opportunities and thoughts.

After Patrick had left the room to attend another meeting, Graham explained that Patrick’s thinking on corporate social responsibility and a football clubs duty to it’s community was greatly in line with his views.  However, he wanted to take this opportunity to build something that would have enough value and meaning that it would not rely on Patrick being in office in order for it to continue.

Graham believed that a group based on the DCCP model would fulfil the need and was keen to move forward.

The idea of creating a wider organisation containing the community partnerships of numerous clubs in the Midlands area appealed to everyone in attendance and it was agreed that a joint exercise between the DCCP and Notts County would be a very worthwhile exercise.

Graham suggested that the forming of a scheme to benefit disabled groups by way of match day tickets being made available from both clubs to allow disabled people to choose the matches they wished to attend would be a good way of attracting new disabled supporters to both clubs.

The tickets would be available to any disabled individual or disability-related organisation including those with non-physical disabilities such as those with mental difficulties.

All agreed that this was a superb idea to move forward with and that we should have something in place and trailed before the end of the 2004/05 season in order that it could be launched fully for the next season.

Graham agreed to document his idea and forward it to the DCCP for review and discussion at a further meeting to be arranged.  This will be done by mid-February.

The meeting was then closed and Notts county kindly provided hospitality for the DCCP representatives to have a further meeting at Meadow Lane.
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